The word Arc hitecture is derived from the Greek word 


“architekton”, meaning ‘master builder. Architecture 


holds immense importance for every culture, society, 
region, and country. It gives an idea about religious 
beliefs, artistic Style, artistic excellence, transportation, 
economic conditions, social structure, type of polity, 


technological advancement, relations with the outer 
world and so on. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDYING INDIAN 
ARCHITECTURE 


Indian Architecture is a blend of indigenously 
developed styles and foreign styles. Indian architecture 
does not just act as a monument and tourist attraction 
but there are several other significant benefits of studying 
indian Architecture. These include 


ki it helps in constructing Indian history as several 
= dynasties, rulers, events, and stories are directly 
= mentioned or carved on the walls of the Architecture. 


2. it tells us about the religious dominance of the region 

<= as these architectures are influenced by different 
religious ideas. There are different types of architecture 
based on religion such as Hindu architecture, Buddhist 
Architecture, and Jain Architecture. 

3. Architecture shows the artistic style of the particular 
period as observed from the painting of the Ajanta 
caves, Sculptures on the temples, etc. 

4. It also gives information about the material culture of 
the particular period such type of stone used, living 
and consumption patterns etc. 

5. It gives several lessons for the present time such as 
near-perfect town planning in Indus valley civilization 
can be used to implement the Smart Cities Program 
of the present time. 

5. They give us insight into the economic condition 
of a particular time. For example, temples were 


constructed through donations from the public and 
the ruler. Further, these temples were the largest 
consumers and the largest investor in the economic 
activities of the Ancient period. 


Phases of Indian Architecture: 


Indian architecture can be divided into three phases- 
Ancient, Medieval and Modern. 


Ancient Period: (2500 B.C.- 1200A.D.) 


During the Indus valley civilisation, architecture was 
indigenous, well developed and mostly secular. During 
the sixth century BCE, Buddhist and Jain architecture 
marked the beginning of religious architecture(we don’t 
have any architectural structure of the Vedic period). The 
Mauryan period marked the beginning of the pan -Indian 
architectural activities with stupas and pillars. After 
Mauryan, foreign invaders brought their style and taste 
into the building activities and marked the blending of 
cultures. In the fourth century, the establishment of the 
Gupta Dynasty gave great impetus to Indian Architecture. 
Apart from stupas and palaces, temples were constructed 
in the Indian Subcontinent for the first time. All these 
activities were not only limited to north India, but 
architectural activities took place in the southern part 
on a large scale under Pallavas, Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, 
Hoysala, and Cholas. 


So features of the Indian Architecture in the Ancient 
period can be summed up as follows- 


1. Initially, secular Indian Architecture gradually shifted 
to a religious one. 

2. It was the blend of indigenously developed designs 
and foreign taste, especially after the post-Mauryan 
period. 

3. Apart from the Centralised Architecture, several 
architectural activities took place under the local 
governors. The general public even commissioned 
architectural activities. 


Indian Architecture 


Case Study: Dholavira 


Itis an IVC site located on the arid island of Khadir (located 
within Rann of Kachchh) in Gujarat. It was discovered in 
1968 by archaeologist Jagat Pati Joshi. UNESCO provided 
the World Heritage Site tag to Dholavira in 2021. 
Timeline: Dholavira was occupied between 3000 BCE 
and 1500 BCE, but the mature and flourishing period is 
generally considered between 2500 BCE and 1750 BCE. 
Features: There are several unique features associated 
with this site. 


e There was a middle town between the citadel and the 
lower town. This feature was absent in other IVC sites. 


e But the unique feature that separates it from the other 
sites is its water harvesting practice. Two seasonal 
streams provided water to this dry land, but to 
ensure water throughout the year, precisely stone-cut 
reservoirs were established to store the water. Apart 
from this few rock-cut wells can also be observed in 
this area. 
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Chandragupta Maurya established Mauryan 
Architecture Mauryan Dynasty with the help of Chanakya 
by defeating the Dhanananda of the Nanda Dynasty in 
322 BCE. It marked a new era in Indian history because, 
for the first time, a pan-India rule was established in 
the subcontinent. The Mauryan period is known for its 
expansionist policies and administrative setup but apart 
from this period added new structures to the world of 
Architecture on a large scale, mainly Stupas and pillars 
throughout the subcontinent. 


Stupas: 


They are hemispherical mounds built on the 
relics of the Buddha and other saints associated with 
Buddhism. On a large scale, the construction of stupas 
began throughout India during the reign of Ashoka the 
Great (268-232 BCE) of the Mauryan Empire after his 
conversion to Buddhism. Before his rule, only 8 or 10 
Stupas contained Buddha’s cremated remains. 


Harmika 


Stupa dome 


Basic Sketch of the Sanchi Stupa 


e Chattra: It consists of three stones representing the 
Three Jewels of Buddhism: Buddha, Dhamma and 
Sangha 


e Vedica: The whole stupa is enclosed with the Wooden 


or Stone railing known as Vedica 


e Toranas: They are the ceremonial gates around the 
Stupa and are enumerated with several designs and 


stories, including the Jataka Stories. 


